
Blogging & Literacy - Harry Highpants 
 
My Thinking 

 
1 - I went to our Learning Technology Scope & Sequence. The Technology Scope and Sequence 
covers 6 strands: 

 Creativity and Innovation (Create It) 

 Communication & Collaboration (Share It) 

 Critical Thinking, Problem Solving and Decision Making (Solve It) 

 Digital Citizenship (Protect It) 

 Technology and Operations Concepts (Use It) 

 Research and Information Fluency (Find It) 

I looked for the strand that I felt would suit Literacy & HSIE. The strand chosen was "Communication 
& Collaboration". The Stage 2 skill I decided to target was "Blogging".  
 
 
2 - I found a picture book that would provide a good discussion starter for the current HSIE topic "Who 
Decides?"  
The magazine "The Literature Base" is a fantastic resource, providing many ideas on how to link 
literature and learning across the KLA's. You will find copies of the magazine in the Library - look in 
Teacher's Resources - English. Please make sure you scan them out as they are a precious resource 
that cannot be replaced. The Literature Base suggested "Harry Highpants" would be a good book to 
support the theme decision-making and the skill of persuasive writing (the current text type focus). 
 

The Lesson Structure  

NB I kept all resources together in a smart notebook. 
 

Ponder (to settle and develop deeper thinking skills): 
Jamie McKenzie suggests Pondering as a wonderful way to get kids thinking. As a whole class, 
students observe a given image then ask aloud questions about the image. No-one answers the 
questions - all students 'ponder' the questions asked. As more questions are asked, the questions 
tend to become more abstract and interesting. 
 
For this lesson I have selected an image of boys wearing their pants low -showing the top of their 
underwear. This would lead well into the "Harry Highpants" story. 

 

Share the story: 
Even the older children love picture books. You can scan selected images and display them on the 
smartboard as the story is read if you like.  
 
I will read the story to the class aloud then discuss whether or not Roy Bland should be able to tell 
members of the community how to wear their pants - identifying reasons for and reasons against. 
 
 
Explain and discuss the persuasive writing skill - using persuasive sentence starters. 

As a class we need to identify the learning intention and success criteria for the lesson.  

For this lesson it is: 

 
Learning Intention: I will be able to use persuasive language at the beginning of a sentence. 
Success Criteria: My blog comment includes a ‘persuasive sentence starter’. 
 
 



Persuasive Sentence Starters will be explained to the whole class using a resource sheet from 
"Lesson Essentials -Persuasive Writing" by Katy Collis p35 (located in Teacher's Resources - 
English). Students will write a sentence in response to the question "Should the Lord Mayor tell us 
how to wear our pants?". Students will use a highlighter to identify the 'persuasive sentence starter' in 
their response. This allows them to determine if they were successful in the task. They will also be 
asked to highlight the word because to determine if they have offered an argument to support their 
opinion. 
 

 

Embedding the technology - Blogging. 
The sentences written by students will be shared on a blog. We will view a video on blogging to help 
students understand the purpose of blogging:  
Blogging in Plain English - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NN2I1pWXjXI 

I will demonstrate how to locate the class blog (Gate21 - Virtual Classroom - click on BLOG link). I will 
'create a post' - "Should the Lord Mayor tell us how to wear our pants?". Students will respond to the 
post by clicking 'COMMENT' underneath the post. The students use their persuasive sentence as 
their comment. 
 
 
This 70min lesson includes - literature, writing, talking and listening, technology and supported 
concepts being discussed in HSIE. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NN2I1pWXjXI

